
How to get your files out of NWEA, what every number

means, what each section of the dashboard tells you, and

what to do about it before the next data conversation.

Built from the dashboard itself, using its own sample data, so the pictures and the section text are the same ones

you see on screen. Every section on the page also carries a ? in its corner that says the same in three short answers.

Your file never leaves your computer. The dashboard reads it in your browser, loads nothing from the internet, and

stores nothing about your students.
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1. What this tool is, and what it never does

The dashboard turns an NWEA MAP Growth export into a classroom planning view: who grew, who

needs support, who closed a gap, how to group the class, what to say at a data meeting and what to

put on the wall. It is one web page. Open it, drop your CSV on it, and everything you see is computed

from that file in your own browser.

PRIVACY

Nothing is uploaded anywhere. The page loads no third-party scripts, fonts or trackers, so it also

works offline and behind a school filter. The only things remembered between visits are your theme

and motion preferences; no student data is ever written to disk or sent to a server. Closing the tab

forgets the file.

It is built for teachers rather than analysts. Three habits run through every section:

It says when a number is too thin to trust. Any share resting on fewer than 10 records is shown as

a count ("3 of 4") rather than a percentage, because a percentage over a handful of students is one

child rounded to a whole number.

It separates achievement from growth. Where a score sits is one question; how far it moved

compared with students who started in the same place is another. High achievement can hide low

growth, and a low start can hide strong growth.

It explains itself. Method notes sit under the figures they qualify, and the ? in the corner of every

section opens a short explanation in place.

Two words it uses precisely: a record is one student in one subject, so a student tested in three

subjects is three records; a student is a person. Most figures count records, and the page says which.
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2. Getting your files out of NWEA MAP

You need two kinds of export for the whole picture, and they have to match. The Achievement Status

and Growth (ASG) report carries growth: where each student started, where they are now, and NWEA's

projection. The Class Profile report carries the instructional areas inside each subject, one file per

subject. Load both and the dashboard folds each student's two records into one.

The Achievement Status and Growth (ASG) export

1. Sign in to MAP Growth and open MAP Reports.

2. Choose the Achievement Status and Growth report for your class and the two terms you want

compared (for example Fall to Spring).

3. Use the export or download option and choose CSV.

4. Save the file somewhere you can find it. You do not need to open or edit it.

The Class Profile exports

1. In MAP Reports, choose the Class Profile report for the same class and the current term.

2. Run it once per subject - mathematics, reading, language usage, science - and download each as

CSV. Each file is one test.

3. Keep them with the ASG file. You will upload all of them together.

GET BOTH RIGHT

Same class, same term, every student in both. The dashboard matches each student's ASG record

to their Class Profile record by student ID and subject. If the two exports disagree about a

student's score - the same test with two different results - the Data Check names the student,

both figures and both files, and keeps the growth record. Check the exports rather than trust either

number for that student.

Column names are matched automatically, so slightly different exports still work, and comma, semicolon

and tab separated files are all read. Suppressed values (the asterisks NWEA prints for small groups)

and missing scores are handled.

A fall upload with one test window

In September there is nothing to compare against yet. Upload the single-window export anyway: the

dashboard detects it and switches to a start-of-year view with tiers, norm placement and growth

targets instead of showing empty growth panels. It does not matter whether the export puts the fall test

in the Start or the End columns.

Several files at once

Select all the files at once when you upload and they are read as one data set. Where an ASG file and a

Class Profile file describe the same test, the two are folded into one record so growth and instructional

areas sit on the same student. An ASG file on its own gives you everything except the instructional

areas; Class Profile files on their own give you the areas and one window, but no growth.
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NOT READY TO EXPORT?

Click Load Sample Data on the upload panel to explore every feature first, with a made-up grade

5 and 6 cohort of four classes, loaded the way yours would be: an ASG export and a Class Profile

export together. Everything in this guide was pictured with that sample.
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3. Loading a file and choosing what you look at

The upload panel. Drag files onto the dashed box or click it to browse.

Drop your CSV on the upload box, or click it and choose the file. Once a file is loaded the panel shrinks

to a status line with the record and student counts; Change file brings it back. The banner below the

panel says what kind of file it is:

A growth file: two windows, so growth, gap closure and quadrant movement are all measured.

A single-window file: the dashboard says why no growth figure appears and analyses the window it has.

Growth file - most records carry both windows. Everything is available.

Mixed file - a growth file where a meaningful share of records only have the current window, usually

students who joined after the earlier test. Growth panels describe the records with a prior score; the

others are read from the achievement and norm columns.

Baseline file - one window only. Growth, gap closure and quadrant panels are hidden rather than

shown empty; the Starting Point section, tiers, norm placement and targets take their place.

Filters

The filter bar stays at the top of the page as you scroll.

Every section, card, poster and export follows the filters. Search by student name or ID; narrow to a

subject or a class; More filters adds teacher, grade, band, met growth, planning group, gap status and

tier, and a switch between the subject lens and the class lens for the overview cards. When the export

marks a test as not valid, a tick box lets you put those records back. Reset clears everything.

The quick-question chips at the top jump straight to the section that answers them, and the Jump to

bar lists every section the file makes available.

Essentials and the full analysis. The page opens on the 9 sections a class teacher acts on each term;

the rest are one click away, with More analysis at the end of the Jump to bar or Show the full analysis at

the foot of the page. The choice is remembered, as a preference about the page and nothing about a

student, and Essentials only puts it back. Chapter 5 marks which sections are which.
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4. Reading the numbers

RIT score

NWEA's equal-interval scale, roughly 140 to 260, running through every year of school without

restarting. Growth is measured in RIT points. It is the number to quote when you talk about progress.

Percentile

Where a RIT sits against students in the same grade nationally, out of 100; 50 is the middle. It is not the

share of questions answered correctly.

Colour bands and tiers

Percentiles are grouped into five bands twenty points wide, and the same cut points give the

instructional tiers used for planning. A band is where a student is today, not a label.

Projected and observed growth

NWEA projects, from each student's own starting RIT and grade, how much a typical peer grows

between the two windows. Observed growth is what happened. Met growth means observed was at

least the projection; exceeded means more.

Conditional growth percentile (CGP)

A student's growth ranked against students nationally who started at the same RIT and grade. 50 is

typical growth from that start, which makes it fair to low and high starters alike. Above 50 is faster than

typical.

US norms and grade-level equivalence

The mean RIT for each grade and season in NWEA's norms study, built into the page as a reference

table. "vs US norm" is the distance from that mean; "testing a grade below" is an approximation from

grade means, not a reading or maths grade level, and least reliable at the ends of the scale. When a file

says it was scored against a different norms study, the Data Check says so and the RIT-versus-norm

figures should be read with care.

The secure benchmark

The 61st percentile is a locally chosen line for "secure", not an NWEA definition. The 41st is the on-track

line, the 21st the top of the intensive tier, the 81st the start of advanced. Gap closure measures

movement towards or past the 61st among students who started below it.

Counts instead of percentages

Under 10 records a figure prints as a count. Widen the filters, or read the counts as counts; they carry

the same fact without implying a precision the denominator cannot support.

Too close to call

Where the export carries a standard error, a met-growth result that sits within measurement error of

the projection is marked "too close": the test pair cannot resolve it either way, and it is neither a miss to

chase nor a win to celebrate.

BAND PERCENTILE

Red 0 to 20

Orange 21 to 40

TIER LEVEL RANGE

Intensive Tier 3 At or below the 20th

percentile

Strategic Tier 2 21st to 40th percentile
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BAND PERCENTILE

Yellow 41 to 60

Green 61 to 80

Blue 81 to 100

TIER LEVEL RANGE

On Track Tier 1 41st to 60th percentile

Secure Tier 1 61st to 80th percentile

Advanced Extend 81st percentile and above
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5. The sections, one by one

Each entry below is the text behind the section's ? button: what it shows, how to read it, and what to do

with it. Each says whether it is one of the essentials the page opens on or part of the full analysis, and

sections that mean something different on a single-window file say so.

Five of them are built for a closer look at the numbers: Insights (the headline figures and a ranked list of

what stands out, each with how sure it is), Distributions (every record as a dot over a box plot),

Movement (which band each record started and ended in), Heatmap (groups against subjects, and

students against instructional areas) and Explorer (any two measures plotted against each other). They

describe the students in the file: where two groups differ, or two measures move together, they say

how strongly, never why.

5.1 Spoken Briefing

ESSENTIA LS On the page as it opens.

Spoken Briefing, shown with the sample data.

WHAT IT SHOWS A short narrated walk through what the records in view say: who is in the file, how

achievement and growth compare with national figures, what stands out, and what

to do next. Your own device reads it aloud; nothing is sent anywhere.

HOW TO READ IT Each scene is one idea, built from the same figures as the sections below it, so it

follows your filters. The transcript under the player has every word, for reading

instead of listening or for pasting into notes. The voice and speed are your device's

own.

WHAT TO DO WITH IT Play it at the start of a data meeting or a planning conversation, filtered to the class

or subject the meeting is about, so everyone hears the same summary before the

detail.
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5.2 Insights

ESSENTIA LS On the page as it opens.

Insights, shown with the sample data. (The top of the section; it continues below on screen.)

WHAT IT SHOWS The headline numbers for the records in view, each set against a national reference,

then a ranked list of what stands out: whether growth is running above or below

typical, the widest gap between the groups you compare, whether lower and higher

starters are growing alike, results far from the rest, band movement, and any warning

about test reliability. Checks that found nothing clear are listed underneath, so a

missing card never means a question nobody asked.

HOW TO READ IT Findings are ranked by the strength of the evidence, and each one says how sure it is:

how many students it rests on, a 95% range or a p-value, and an effect size. Strong

evidence means a p-value under 0.01 from at least 30 students; could be chance

means the pattern is in this file but a different group of students could easily have

shown otherwise. Every test counts each student once, so a child tested in four

subjects cannot make a pattern look four times as sure. A gap between groups is

only called one when both have at least 10 students and it is at least 0.3 standard

deviations wide, and it never says why the groups differ.
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WHAT TO DO WITH IT Open a data meeting here. Take the top two findings into the conversation, click

through to the students named on the unusual-growth card, and use Compare

groups by (it starts on the grouping chosen under More filters) to see whether a gap

sits between subjects, classes, teachers or grades. Copy the findings into your notes

when you are done.

ON A SINGLE-WINDOW FILE

The headline numbers for a single-window file, each set against a national reference, then what stands out

about where students are starting: achievement against the national middle, the share in the lowest and

highest bands against the one in five you would expect nationally, the widest gap between the groups you

compare, and any warning about test reliability.

Nothing here measures growth: with one test window there is no earlier score to compare against. Findings are

ranked by the strength of the evidence and each says how sure it is. Every test counts each student once, and

a gap between groups is only called one when both have at least 10 students and it is at least 0.3 standard

deviations wide.

5.3 Class Snapshot

ESSENTIA LS On the page as it opens.

Class Snapshot, shown with the sample data.

WHAT IT SHOWS The headline figures for the records in view: how many records and students, the

share that met and beat their growth projection, the average start and end

percentile for records with both windows, pooled gap closure, and how many

records are on the priority and celebration lists. The banner above it says which test

windows the file covers.

HOW TO READ IT A record is one student in one subject, so a student tested in three subjects is three

records. Any share resting on fewer than 10 records prints as a count rather than a

percentage. Met growth means growing at least as much as NWEA projected for that

student from their own starting point.
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WHAT TO DO WITH IT This is the one-minute summary for a data meeting. Export it as text, or filter to one

class or subject and the whole page, this card included, describes that group.

ON A SINGLE-WINDOW FILE

The headline figures for a single-window file: students and records, the median percentile, the mean RIT,

distance from the US norm mean, the share at or above the norm and at or above the secure line, and how

many records start in Tier 2 or 3. The banner explains why no growth figure appears.

Nothing here measures movement: with one test window there is no earlier score to compare against. A share

resting on fewer than 10 records prints as a count.
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5.4 Achievement Profile (called Starting Point on a single-window file)

FULL A NA LYSIS Choose More analysis in the Jump to bar to show it.

Achievement Profile, shown with the sample data.

WHAT IT SHOWS The instructional tier ladder for the current window (Intensive at or below the 20th

percentile, Strategic 21st to 40th, On Track 41st to 60th, Secure 61st to 80th,

Advanced 81st and above), placement against the US grade and season norms, and a

breakdown by subject or class.
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HOW TO READ IT Tiers describe achievement only: where a student is, not how far they moved. The

grade-level equivalence is an approximation from grade-mean RIT scores, not a

reading or maths grade level, and it is least reliable at the top and bottom of the

scale.

WHAT TO DO WITH IT Click a tier row to filter the whole page to that tier. Use the counts to size

intervention and extension groups before the timetable is fixed.

The same section on a fall file, where it is called Starting Point.
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5.5 Subject Overview

FULL A NA LYSIS Choose More analysis in the Jump to bar to show it.

Subject Overview, shown with the sample data.

WHAT IT SHOWS One card per subject with its key figures: records, averages or medians, the shares

that met growth or sit above the norm, band movement and ground gained against

the norm. The lens switch turns it into one card per class instead.
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HOW TO READ IT Compare cards, not students. Where a card shows a count instead of a percentage,

it rests on fewer than 10 records and the comparison is a description of this file

rather than a finding. The class lens compares groups inside one upload, which is not

a national comparison.

WHAT TO DO WITH IT Find the subject that needs attention first, or switch the lens to class and see how

the groups in the file sit next to each other.

5.6 Subject Charts

FULL A NA LYSIS Choose More analysis in the Jump to bar to show it.

Subject Charts, shown with the sample data. (The top of the section; it continues below on screen.)

WHAT IT SHOWS For each subject: start and end achievement, projected against observed growth,

met and exceeded rates, and the distribution across the five colour bands.
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HOW TO READ IT Bars start at zero, so lengths compare fairly. Thin data is drawn from counts, and the

same rule applies: fewer than 10 records is a handful of children, not a rate.

WHAT TO DO WITH IT Use them in a team meeting where a picture is quicker than a table, and print the

page when the meeting is on paper.

5.7 Distributions

FULL A NA LYSIS Choose More analysis in the Jump to bar to show it.

Distributions, shown with the sample data.
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WHAT IT SHOWS The shape of the scores, not just their average: one row per subject (or per class,

with the lens switch), every record drawn as a dot over a box that spans the middle

half of the group. Choose the measure above the chart: current percentile or RIT, and

in a growth file RIT change or conditional growth percentile. A table of summary

statistics sits underneath.

HOW TO READ IT The thick line is the median and the box holds the middle half of the records, so a

wide box is a spread-out group and a narrow one a tight group. The diamond on the

box is the mean; the whiskers reach the furthest record within one and a half box-

widths. On a percentile measure the faint stripes are the five NWEA bands; on a

growth measure a purple dot met its projection and a gold dot did not. A row with

fewer than 10 records is hatched: it describes a few students, not a pattern, and the

95% interval in the table shows how far its mean could move.

WHAT TO DO WITH IT Look for the group whose median sits where you expected but whose box is twice as

wide as the others: one lesson pitched at the middle will miss both ends of it. Select

a dot to open that student's profile, and export the table for a department meeting.

ON A SINGLE-WINDOW FILE

The shape of this window's scores: one row per subject (or per class, with the lens switch), every record drawn

as a dot over a box that spans the middle half of the group, by current percentile or RIT, with a table of

summary statistics underneath. Growth measures appear once a second window exists.

The thick line is the median and the box holds the middle half of the records, so a wide box is a spread-out

group and a narrow one a tight group. The diamond on the box is the mean; the whiskers reach the furthest

record within one and a half box-widths. The faint stripes are the five NWEA bands. A row with fewer than 10

records is hatched: it describes a few students, not a pattern.
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5.8 Growth and Achievement

ESSENTIA LS On the page as it opens.

Growth files only: this section is hidden when the export carries a single test window.

Growth and Achievement, shown with the sample data. (The top of the section; it continues below on screen.)

WHAT IT SHOWS NWEA's growth and achievement quadrants for the end window, the movement

between quadrants since the start window, a scatter of every record, and median

conditional growth by starting band.

HOW TO READ IT Achievement is where a score sits; growth is how far it moved compared with

students who started in the same place, where 50 is typical. High achievement can

hide low growth, and a low start can hide strong growth. Bands with fewer than 5

records are drawn but never read.

WHAT TO DO WITH IT Look for the two patterns that matter most: secure students who are coasting, and

low starters whose catch-up growth is working and needs protecting.
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5.9 Movement

FULL A NA LYSIS Choose More analysis in the Jump to bar to show it.

Growth files only: this section is hidden when the export carries a single test window.

Movement, shown with the sample data. (The top of the section; it continues below on screen.)

WHAT IT SHOWS Where each record started and where it ended. The matrix crosses the start-

window band (rows) with the end-window band (columns): the outlined diagonal

stayed in the same band, cells to the right of it moved up and cells to the left moved

down. Below it, a dumbbell for every student record runs from the start percentile

(hollow dot) to the end percentile (filled dot), sorted by the size of the change; past

50 records it shows the 20 largest rises and the 20 largest falls until you ask for all of

them.
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HOW TO READ IT Each cell's shade is its share of the row, so a row answers "of the students who

started in this band, where did they end up?" A row resting on fewer than 10 records

is hatched and prints counts, not percentages. A student who started in Blue can

only stay or slip, and one who started in Red can only stay or rise, so compare rows

with that in mind. A change of a few percentile points can be measurement error

rather than real movement, and only records with both windows are counted: new

arrivals appear in the note, not the matrix.

WHAT TO DO WITH IT Click any cell, or one of the moved up, stayed and moved down buttons, to list the

students in it , and open a name for their spotlight. Start with the records that

slipped a band. Then read the row for the band most of your class started in: a

strong diagonal there means those students held their place, and a heavy right-hand

side means they are climbing. Export the list when you need it in a planning

document.

Further down Movement: every record's percentile change as a dumbbell, from the start percentile (hollow dot) to the end

percentile (filled dot).
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5.10 Gap Closure

FULL A NA LYSIS Choose More analysis in the Jump to bar to show it.

Growth files only: this section is hidden when the export carries a single test window.

Gap Closure, shown with the sample data.

WHAT IT SHOWS Among records that started below the 61st percentile: how many closed the gap,

reduced it or widened it , and the pooled share of the total distance that was closed.

Also band movement, and whether secure starters extended or slipped.
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HOW TO READ IT The 61st percentile is a locally chosen secure line, not an NWEA definition. Percentile

points are positions in a distribution rather than equal units, so read gap closure as

direction and rough size. Pooled closure is total points closed over total points to

close, not an average of individual rates.

WHAT TO DO WITH IT Celebrate the closers by name in class, and look first at the secure students who

slipped, because core teaching alone rarely catches them.

5.11 Growth Goals

ESSENTIA LS On the page as it opens.

Growth Goals, shown with the sample data.

WHAT IT SHOWS Norm-referenced RIT targets for the next reporting point: the typical gain a peer

makes, a keep-pace target, the grade-level target and the stretch above typical

some students need. Where a fall export carries NWEA's own projection, that figure

leads.

HOW TO READ IT Keep pace means holding your relative position; grade level means reaching the

norm mean. Typical gain comes from the difference between two norm means, not

from NWEA's projection for an individual student. The norm table built in is a

reference, not the official study.
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WHAT TO DO WITH IT Print the goal sheets, set a written target for every student who needs above-typical

growth, and re-upload after the next window so the target becomes a result.

ON A SINGLE-WINDOW FILE

Norm-referenced RIT targets for the end of this school year, so the winter or spring upload has something to

measure against: the typical gain, a keep-pace target, the grade-level target and the stretch above typical

some students need. Where the export carries NWEA's own projection for the window ahead, that figure leads.

5.12 Action Board

ESSENTIA LS On the page as it opens.

Action Board, shown with the sample data.

WHAT IT SHOWS The handful of moves with the most leverage this week, ranked, each with the

students it applies to and the move to make.

HOW TO READ IT Each card names students, deduplicated across subjects and capped at forty

names; the reason on the card is the rule that put them there. A student can appear

on more than one card.

WHAT TO DO WITH IT Treat it as this week's plan. Print it or copy it into your planning notes, and come back

after the next window to see which cards emptied.
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5.13 What Would It Take?

FULL A NA LYSIS Choose More analysis in the Jump to bar to show it.

What Would It Take?, shown with the sample data.

WHAT IT SHOWS How far the group is from having a chosen share of records at or above a chosen

percentile line, and which records are closest to that line.

HOW TO READ IT This sizes a goal; it does not decide who gets taught. Moving the students nearest

the line is the fastest way to change a percentage and the wrong way to choose who

needs help. The support list answers that question.

WHAT TO DO WITH IT Pick the line and the share you would be judged against, see how many records it

would take, and set a target the class can own.
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5.14 Cross-Subject Profiles

FULL A NA LYSIS Choose More analysis in the Jump to bar to show it.

Cross-Subject Profiles, shown with the sample data.

WHAT IT SHOWS For every student with two or more subjects: their strongest and weakest subject,

the spread between them in percentile points, and in a growth file the same

comparison for conditional growth.

HOW TO READ IT A spread of 30 points or more is an uneven profile. It usually means a different group

in one subject than another, not a different child.

WHAT TO DO WITH IT Use it when grouping: a student who is secure in reading and intensive in maths

belongs in two different groups, and one grouping decision will not carry the day.
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5.15 Heatmap

FULL A NA LYSIS Choose More analysis in the Jump to bar to show it.

Heatmap, shown with the sample data. (The top of the section; it continues below on screen.)

WHAT IT SHOWS A grid with a row for each class, teacher or grade in view and a column for each

subject, plus an All row and column, coloured by the measure you pick: median

percentile, the share at or above the 61st percentile, and in a growth file the share

that met projection, median conditional growth percentile or mean RIT change. With

a Class Profile export, a second grid shows every student's instructional areas

against their own overall RIT, class median on top.

HOW TO READ IT On the level measures the stronger the purple, the higher the value. Conditional

growth and RIT change run either side of a centre: gold below CGP 50 or below no

change, purple above, grey close to it. The colour steps are fixed, so a colour means

the same after a filter. Every cell prints the records behind it; a hatched cell rests on

fewer than 10, and a share there prints as a count. A difference between two cells

describes the students in them; it is not a tested finding.

WHAT TO DO WITH IT Start with the palest or most gold cell and ask what is different about that group in

that subject before deciding it is the teaching. In the area grid, read down a column:

a gap only near the top of the class calls for extension work in that strand, a gap all

the way down for a whole-class reteach.
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ON A SINGLE-WINDOW FILE

A grid with a row for each class, teacher or grade in view and a column for each subject, plus an All row and

column, coloured by median percentile or by the share at or above the 61st percentile. With a Class Profile

export, a second grid shows every student's instructional areas against their own overall RIT, class median on

top.

With one test window this shows where each group starts, not how far it has moved. The stronger the purple,

the higher the value, and the colour steps are fixed, so a colour means the same after a filter. A hatched cell

rests on fewer than 10 records, and a share there prints as a count. A difference between two cells describes

the students in them; it is not a tested finding.

Further down the Heatmap: every student's instructional areas against their own overall RIT, which appears when a Class Profile

export is loaded.
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5.16 Instructional Areas

FULL A NA LYSIS Choose More analysis in the Jump to bar to show it.

Class Profile exports only: an ASG export does not carry instructional areas, so this section appears only when a

Class Profile file is loaded.

Instructional Areas, shown with the sample data. (The top of the section; it continues below on screen.)

WHAT IT SHOWS From a Class Profile export only: the instructional areas within each subject where

the class stands out as a strength or a gap, and the students whose own area score

sits well below their overall score.
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HOW TO READ IT Area scores are read against each student's own overall RIT, because NWEA

publishes no norm for an area, so above means above their own level, not above

grade level. Class patterns need a confidence interval that clears zero; individual

flags need a difference larger than the noise floor.

WHAT TO DO WITH IT Choose what to reteach to the whole class from the class patterns, and who needs

the small group from the flagged students.

5.17 Class Summary Report

FULL A NA LYSIS Choose More analysis in the Jump to bar to show it.

Class Summary Report, shown with the sample data.

WHAT IT SHOWS A copy-ready narrative of the current view, written from the same figures as the

cards above it.

HOW TO READ IT It follows your filters until you edit it; after that it keeps your words until you press

Regenerate. Where a figure would rest on too few records it says so rather than

quoting a percentage.

WHAT TO DO WITH IT Paste it into PLC notes, a report to a leader, or the start of a data conversation, and

edit it into your own voice.
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5.18 Explorer

FULL A NA LYSIS Choose More analysis in the Jump to bar to show it.

Explorer, shown with the sample data.

WHAT IT SHOWS Any two measures in the view plotted against each other, one point per record:

choose what runs across and what runs up, colour the points by band, subject, class

or the growth call, and read the trend line and the figures beside it. It has its own

subject switch, so the rest of the page keeps your filters.

HOW TO READ IT r runs from -1 to 1 and says how closely the points follow a straight line; R² is the

share of the spread the line accounts for; n is how many records carry both

measures, and a student tested in three subjects is three points. A relationship is a

pattern in this group, not a cause: a start score that was lucky on the day is usually

followed by a smaller gain whatever the teaching, and the notes under the figures say

when a pair is linked by the way it is calculated. Under 10 records no trend line is

drawn.

WHAT TO DO WITH IT Look for the points far from the line - a student growing well beyond what their start

predicts, or a class sitting apart from the rest - and click one to pin that student

across their subjects. Export the points or the chart for a PLC slide.

Teacher MAP Dashboard | AISA - User guide

Your file never leaves your computer. Page 31 of 48



ON A SINGLE-WINDOW FILE

Any two measures from this one test window plotted against each other, one point per record: choose what

runs across and what runs up, colour the points by band, subject or class, and read the trend line and the

figures beside it. Where the export carries NWEA's projection for the window ahead, that is one of the

measures.

With one window nothing here measures growth: two scores from the same test day describe where students

are, not how they are moving. r runs from -1 to 1 and says how closely the points follow a straight line, R² is the

share of the spread the line accounts for, and n counts records, so a student tested in two subjects is two

points. Under 10 records no trend line is drawn.
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5.19 Table Groups and Seating Plan

FULL A NA LYSIS Choose More analysis in the Jump to bar to show it.

Table Groups and Seating Plan, shown with the sample data. (The top of the section; it continues below on screen.)

WHAT IT SHOWS Table groups built from the data by a chosen strategy, and a full-screen planner

where every student has a seat at a shaped table you can move, turn and rename, in

a room with your own furniture. The room is remembered on this device; the

students never are.
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HOW TO READ IT Each seat carries the student's band colour and the score that drove the grouping;

the strip on each table shows its band mix, so a balanced table reads as a spread of

colours and a skill group as one block. The paragraph under the room says exactly

how the plan was made, and the placement-order toggle numbers the seats in the

order the strategy dealt them. Students without a usable score wait in Unplaced

rather than being seated by a number they do not have.

WHAT TO DO WITH IT Build the groups for the week, drag anyone the data placed badly to any seat

(dropping on a taken seat swaps), then print the teacher copy for your planner and

the wall plan, with names only, for the room.

5.20 Student Grouping Report

FULL A NA LYSIS Choose More analysis in the Jump to bar to show it.

Student Grouping Report, shown with the sample data.

WHAT IT SHOWS Every record in view in one sortable table: scores, bands, growth, gap status, the

planning group the dashboard suggests and the teacher action that goes with it.

HOW TO READ IT This is the full evidence behind every card above. Sort a column by clicking its

heading; the group and gap filters at the top narrow it.

WHAT TO DO WITH IT Export it as a CSV for your own planning documents, or open a student's name for

their one-page spotlight.
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ON A SINGLE-WINDOW FILE

Every record in view in one sortable table: RIT, percentile, band, tier, distance from the norm, the planning

group the dashboard suggests and the teacher action that goes with it. Growth columns appear once a

second window exists.

5.21 Priority Students (called Start-of-Year Support List on a single-window
file)

ESSENTIA LS On the page as it opens.

Priority Students, shown with the sample data.

WHAT IT SHOWS Records that need attention first, each with the reasons: missed growth, a dropped

band, a missing end score, negative growth, finishing below the 21st percentile,

secure regression or a widened gap.

HOW TO READ IT A record can be listed for a reason other than low achievement, so the reason

column matters more than the tier. A met-growth call within measurement error is

marked too close to call.

WHAT TO DO WITH IT This is where the first small groups come from. Name three students and what

changes for them this week, before anyone asks.
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ON A SINGLE-WINDOW FILE

Records that need attention from the start of the year, each with the reasons: starting below the 41st

percentile, testing a grade or more below placement, sitting well below the norm, needing above-typical

growth to reach grade level, or a score that needs confirming.

A record can be listed for a reason other than low achievement, so the reason column matters more than the

tier.

On a fall file the list becomes the Start-of-Year Support List, with start-of-year reasons.
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5.22 Wall Posters

ESSENTIA LS On the page as it opens.

Wall Posters, shown with the sample data. (The top of the section; it continues below on screen.)

WHAT IT SHOWS Posters for the classroom wall, written for students in student language: class shares,

medians and counts only, with no name, no individual score and no rank on any of

them.

HOW TO READ IT Which posters are available depends on the file: growth posters need two windows

and at least 10 growth results, the learning-areas poster needs a Class Profile export,

and every poster needs at least 5 students in view. The footer of each records which

group it describes.
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WHAT TO DO WITH IT Tick the posters you want, choose A3 or A4, add the class name the students know,

and print with background graphics on and fit-to-page.

5.23 Check My Understanding

ESSENTIA LS On the page as it opens.

Check My Understanding, shown with the sample data.

WHAT IT SHOWS A practice run for the data conversation: multiple-choice and true-or-false

questions a principal, inspector, governor, data lead or head of department would

ask about the records in view, marked against the figures on this page.

HOW TO READ IT Every question is built from the current view, so filter to one class or subject to

rehearse for that meeting. Each answer is coached with the figure, a jump to the

section that shows it , and the follow-up a leader would ask next.

WHAT TO DO WITH IT Run a set before a data meeting, read back the ones you missed, and copy the prep

notes.
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5.24 Celebration Students (called Strengths to Build On on a single-window
file)

FULL A NA LYSIS Choose More analysis in the Jump to bar to show it.

Celebration Students, shown with the sample data.

WHAT IT SHOWS Records with something to celebrate: growth beyond the projection, a band moved

up, a gap closed or sharply reduced, a strong RIT gain, or a rise from low to high on a

quadrant axis, each with a next extension.

HOW TO READ IT Celebration is about growth, not just high scores. A secure student who grew slowly

is not here; a low starter who beat their projection is.

WHAT TO DO WITH IT Name the success to the student, then set the next measurable target so celebration

does not turn into coasting.

ON A SINGLE-WINDOW FILE

Records already showing a strength at the start of the year: at or above the secure line, well above the norm

mean, testing a grade or more above placement, or already above the grade-level target, each with an

extension action.

These are strengths to build on from day one, not growth: with one window nothing here measures movement.
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5.25 Data Check

FULL A NA LYSIS Choose More analysis in the Jump to bar to show it.

Data Check, shown with the sample data.

WHAT IT SHOWS What was read from the file and what was not: rows, columns, suppressed cells, tests

with no score, duplicate rows, tests marked not valid, short or rapidly guessed tests,

the norms study the file was scored against, and the rule that turns thin percentages

into counts.
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HOW TO READ IT Check it before you plan from anything else. A missing column hides a feature rather

than showing a zero; a norms mismatch means the RIT-versus-norm figures will not

match your MAP reports; a short test is a signal to confirm, not an invalid score.

WHAT TO DO WITH IT Chase the students with no score, confirm the short tests, and read the counts-

instead-of-percentages note if a figure surprised you.
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6. Printing, exporting and the classroom wall

Exports

Summary TXT from Class Snapshot or the Class Summary Report - the narrative as plain text for

notes or an email.

CSV exports from Grouping, Priority, Celebration, Gap Closure, Growth Goals, Instructional Areas,

What Would It Take and Table Groups, and from the analytical sections: the Insights findings, the

Distributions statistics, the Movement records, the Heatmap cells and the Explorer points. Exports

always include every row, even when the table on screen shows a page of them. The table groups

export has one row per seat: table, seat, shape, the order the strategy placed each student and

whether you moved them by hand, then the student's scores.

The Explorer chart as a picture - Download SVG saves the scatter as you have set it up, trend line

and all, for a slide or a department document.

Copy buttons on the Insights findings, the Summary, the Action Board, a student's spotlight and the

quiz results put the text on your clipboard.

Show the numbers under the charts in the analytical sections opens the table behind the chart, for

reading instead of looking.

Printing

Goal sheets - two pages per student from Growth Goals. Page one is the data: where they are now

in each subject, their next step, and the instructional areas inside each subject. Page two is theirs to

fill in: the same targets in one line each, the part of each subject to work on first, and ruled space

for the goal they set, what they will do about it and how you will help, with a line for both signatures

and the date.

The action plan - the Action Board as a printable list of moves with the students named.

The seating plan - two prints from the planner. The teacher copy draws the room as you arranged

it, every seat with the student's band colour and score, then adds a roster page per table with

band, percentile, growth and planning group, and the paragraph that says how the plan was built.

The wall plan draws the same room with names only: no score, no colour, nothing a visitor can read

as data. Both fit A4 or A3, landscape or portrait to match the room's shape; choose A3 for a wall

plan or a room with more than six tables.

A student one-pager - open any student's name for their spotlight, then print it for a conference.

The page itself - the browser's print command prints the dashboard; the quiz and the seating tools

are left out.

Wall posters

Posters are written for students, in student language, and carry class shares, medians and counts only:

no name, no individual score, no rank. They follow your filters, so filter to one class before you print, and

the footer of each records which group it describes. Which posters are available depends on the file:

growth posters need two windows and at least 10 growth results, the learning-areas poster needs a

Class Profile export, and every poster needs at least 5 students in view.
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POSTER WHAT IT SAYS

We grew this year The share of the class who met or beat the growth NWEA projected for them.

Where we are now The class spread across the five NWEA colour bands, as counts rather than names.

Our learning areas The strand the class is strongest in and the one to work on next, from the Class Profile

export.

The RIT ladder What a year of growth looks like on the RIT scale, from where the class is now.

Growth is measured

fairly

Median conditional growth by starting band, showing that growth is judged against a

fair comparison.

Take your time Median test length and the number of tests that were rushed, as a case for slowing

down.

Our next milestone How many more results the class needs above the chosen line to reach its target.

Catching up Of the results that started below the class benchmark, how many moved towards it or

crossed it.

Moving up How many results moved up a whole colour band, stayed, or moved down, as counts

rather than names.

Our subjects side by

side

The class's middle percentile in each subject, so the strongest subject and the next

focus are both on the wall.

How to read a MAP

score

RIT, percentile and growth score explained in student language, with the five colour

bands.

Choose A3 or A4, landscape or portrait; add the class name the students know; tick the posters you

want and print. In the print dialog turn on background graphics and choose fit to page.
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7. Before a data meeting

Four sections are built for the conversation with a leader rather than for planning.

Insights puts the headline figures against national references and ranks what stands out by the

strength of the evidence, each finding saying how many students it rests on and how sure it is. Take

the top two into the meeting and copy the rest into your notes.

Class Summary Report writes the narrative for you, from the same figures as the cards. Edit it into

your own voice and paste it into your notes.

Check My Understanding asks you the questions a principal, inspector, governor, data lead or head

of department would ask about the records in view, marks your answers against the page, and

shows where each figure lives. Filter to the class the meeting is about, run a set, read back what you

missed, and copy the prep notes.

Data Check is the section to read first, so that nothing in the meeting surprises you: which students

have no score, which tests were short, whether the file was scored against the norms study the

page expects.

A USEFUL ORDER

Data Check, then Insights and the Class Snapshot, then the Priority list and the Action Board, then

the Summary. That is the order a leader will ask about them.

Teacher MAP Dashboard | AISA - User guide

Your file never leaves your computer. Page 44 of 48



8. When something looks wrong

The file was skipped or nothing loaded

The file needs a RIT or percentile column. Check that it is a MAP export rather than a roster or a

summary sheet, and that it is the CSV rather than the PDF or Excel version. Data Check lists any file that

was skipped and why.

A section is missing

The page opens on the essentials: choose More analysis in the Jump to bar to show the rest. Beyond

that, sections a file cannot support are hidden rather than shown empty: growth sections (Growth,

Movement, Gap Closure) need two windows, the Instructional Areas section and the Heatmap's student

grid need a Class Profile export, and any column the export lacks hides the feature that depends on it.

A figure shows "3 of 4" instead of a percentage, or "Too few"

Fewer than 10 records sit behind it. Widen the filters or read the count as a count.

"No US norm available"

NWEA publishes norms for Reading and Mathematics from kindergarten and for Language and Science

from grade 2, and a record needs a grade to match. The Data Check counts the records that could not

be matched and recovers grades suppressed on one row from the same student's other rows.

The RIT-versus-norm figures do not match my MAP report

The file was scored against a different norms study from the table built into the page; Data Check

names both. Everything driven by the percentiles in your file is unaffected.

Printing opened nothing

A popup blocker stopped the print window. The dashboard downloads the same document as an HTML

file instead; open it and print from there.

The posters are not available

Posters need at least 5 students in view, and any poster built on a percentage needs at least 10

records behind it. Clear the search and filters.
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A. Glossary and reference tables

Planning groups and the teacher action that goes with them

GROUP SUGGESTED ACTION

Intensive Support Use immediate reteaching, prerequisite checks, short-cycle monitoring, and small-group

intervention.

Targeted Support Plan focused small-group lessons around the highest-impact skills and check progress

frequently.

Watch Group Keep core instruction tight, add quick checks, and respond before flat growth becomes a

larger gap.

Secure / Maintain Maintain grade-level access, spiral key skills, and monitor for steady progress.

Enrichment Provide extension tasks, advanced problem solving, independent reading or inquiry, and

leadership opportunities.

Catch-Up Growth Protect the successful supports already working and keep pushing toward the secure

benchmark.

Secure but

Regressing

Check for unfinished learning, engagement changes, or assessment conditions before

assigning extension.

Incomplete Data Confirm testing status and avoid making placement decisions from incomplete growth

data.

Core Instruction Keep grade-level core instruction as the plan, with quick checks for understanding on the

highest-leverage skills.

No Score Yet Confirm whether this student tested. Do not place them from an absent or suppressed

score.

Coasting Watch Achievement is high but growth is not. Raise the challenge level and set a growth target

rather than an achievement target.

Method notes, as they appear on the page

Norm Equivalent

Grade-level equivalence compares a student's RIT with the mean RIT for each grade in the same

season. It is a rough placement signal, not a reading or maths “grade level”, and it is least reliable at the

top and bottom of the scale.

Keep Pace

Keep-pace targets add the gain a typical student at this grade makes between these two seasons (the

difference between the two US norm means). They describe typical peer progress, not an NWEA

projected RIT.

Grade Level

Grade-level targets are the US norm mean RIT for this grade and season, which sits near the 50th

percentile. Reaching it from below requires more than typical growth.
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Growth Error

A RIT score carries a standard error, so the difference between two of them carries a larger one. Where

the export reports it, growth is shown with a 95% range and a result inside that range of its projection is

marked too close to call. NWEA's own Yes or No is never changed - this sits beside it. The error is

within-test only: it does not include illness, motivation or a bad morning, so the true uncertainty is wider

than the range shown, not narrower.

Test Validity

NWEA marks a test it does not consider usable in the Status column. Those records are excluded from

every aggregate, chart, poster and planning group on this page, and listed by name with their reason in

Data Check. A status this page does not recognise is kept and counted, never silently dropped.

Rapid Guess

NWEA reports the share of items a student answered faster than they could have read them. This

dashboard flags a test at 10% or more. Rapid guessing depresses the score, so a flagged test

understates what the student can do - it is not a reason to lower expectations.

Instructional Area

An instructional area RIT rests on a fraction of the items behind the overall RIT, and NWEA publishes no

percentile or norm for one. Every area figure here is the difference from the same student's own overall

RIT on the same test.

Short Test

Flagged tests finished in under 20 minutes and in less than half the median time for this file. Short tests

are worth confirming with the proctor before the score is used for placement; they are not

automatically invalid.

Baseline

This file has one test window, so no growth can be measured. Everything below describes where

students are starting, not how far they have moved.

Secure Benchmark

The 61st percentile is a locally chosen “secure” line, not an NWEA definition. Gap closure counts

percentile-rank points, which are positions in a distribution rather than equal-sized units, so a ten-point

move near the middle of the scale is a larger change in RIT than a ten-point move near either end. Read

it as direction and rough magnitude, not as a precise quantity.

Norm Source

US norm figures come from the 2025 NWEA norms study: grade-level mean RIT and standard deviation

for each season, as published, rounded to whole points. They are used here as a reference, not as a

substitute for the official study, and a school with its own norm tables should read the comparisons as

indicative. Every norm-referenced figure on this page comes from this table, never from anything in

your file.

Typical Gain Source

Within a school year the typical gain is NWEA's published student growth norm for this grade and

subject, not one achievement mean subtracted from another. The two are different statistics -

achievement norms are cross-sectional, growth norms are measured on students who sat both tests -

and rounded separately, so they disagree by a point in about a quarter of cells. Across a grade

boundary (spring to the next spring) NWEA publishes no growth norm, so that one figure is the

difference of the two achievement means and is labelled as derived.
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Median C G P

Median conditional growth percentile is recalculated from the records currently visible, so it moves with

your filters. Your export also carries NWEA's own class-level median, which is fixed for the whole class.

Nwea Projection

In a two-window export, NWEA's projected RIT describes the window already measured, so it is a

record of what was expected rather than a target ahead. The norm-referenced targets below are used

instead.

Forward Projection

This export carries NWEA's own projection for the window ahead: the growth it expects this student to

make, and the RIT that follows from it. It is conditioned on the student's own starting score and grade

rather than on a class-level norm mean, and it is the figure the next export will score “met growth”

against - so it leads here. The norm-referenced targets stay beside it, because a projection describes

typical progress from where a student is, not the distance to grade level.
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